
            World History Optional Summer Book Review Assignment                           

.           Cry the Beloved Country, by Alan Paton. ISBN: 978-0743262170 

 

DURING THE READING: 

Keep a two-column reading log. The left column will be a summary of each chapter (or more 
frequently if you find the reading challenging and feel the need to break it down more often), 
and the right column will include personal reflections and further questions. As you read, you 
may find the answers to those questions and should go back and add post it notes clarifying the 
answers. 

AFTER THE READING: 

Address the following questions: 

 Research the background of the author.  How does the background affect their 
approach to the subject?  Document your sources in MLA format (see noodletools.com 
or easybib.com) 

 Research the history of “apartheid” in South Africa. What was the reason that society 
was organized this way? Who benefited from this organization? Is this similar to society 
anywhere else that you’ve heard/read about? Explain how it is or isn’t. 

 Kumalo and the priest were able to avoid the life of crime in Johannesburg. What is the 
author implying?  

 What is the author trying to say about each of these categories in South Africa: 
o Young People vs. Old People 
o White vs. Black 
o Religious vs. Non-Religious 
o Men vs. Women 

Guidelines: 

1. Your assignment can be either written or typed. All typed assignments must be submitted as a paper 
copy, must be turned in to me. In the event of a printer failure, the assignment may be emailed PRIOR 
to the deadline.  

2. DO NOT collaborate (talk, Skype, email, Facebook etc) on this assignment. It will not be returned 
either. You may review it anytime by appointment after school on Thursdays. 

3. This may sound obvious, but write the review yourself. I know how 10th graders write. A false first 
impression could make me think that your skills are worsening and remediation is warranted.  

4. Quotes are not necessary unless you feel it would really help you make your point and even then, 
quote sparingly and cite the page number parenthetically (see noodletools.com or easybib.com). 


